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WE 


| 


| CAME AWAY 


Evening 

Standard 

apologises 
to NPC 


| ‘HE Evening Standard, the Lon- 
| 


r don newspaper notorious for its 
Smear” attack on John Strachey, 
_ ent too far in a leading article re- 
ently ‘and last week had to publish 


an apology to the National Peace 
Council, 


The offending comment was part of an 
| Attack on Lord Boyd Orr in a leading article 
| n April 9. In it the “Evening Standard” 
attempted to treat Lord Boyd Orr as a Com- 

| qunist because he had attended the Moscow 
“Cenomic Conference and then went on to 
Mply that the NPC had strong links with 
‘ne Communist Party. 


Ro writ for alleged libel was issued by Mr. 
neeinald Sorensen, M.P., and Mr. Leslie G. 
Smith, Chairman and Director respec- 
vely of the National Peace Council, and 

_ April 17 the “Evening Standard” 
Printed the following: 


t “The National Peace Council state that 
the leading’ article in the “ Evening Stan- 
“ard” of April 9 under the heading “Boyd 
Ury Again” could be taken to mean that the 
| Souncil had strong links with the Com- 
j ®unist Party. 
«The Council has.no such links. The 
Evening Standard ” intended no such im- 
Neation and expresses its regrets for any 
Misunderstanding that may have arisen.” 
In view of this explanation, the NPC do 
‘Ot propose to proceed with their action. 


| Fenner Brockway on 
Human Rights Bill 
TO SPEAK TONIGHT 


A MEETING of supporters of the World 
tp. Citizens Council for Human Rights 
“night will hear Fenner Brockway, M.P., 
‘beak on the Human Rights Bill which he 
Sto introduce into the House of Commons. 


p they will be meeting at the Blue Moon 

sete, 43, Villiers Street, Strand, London, 

:* 6 p.m., to plan further activities follow- 

| 8 the recent Trafalgar Square demonstra- 
"Sn on “ Human Rights and Africa.” 


sabe Council ase that every opportunity 
6 Ould be taken of challenging any denial 
~ human rights by any Government or 
meson and that every support should be 
*Yen to those who are working for the ex- 


Sion and‘legislation of human rights. 


| Ss a i 

| 
Enlarge that graveyard! 
|. The atomic energy establishment . . . 

onnds a mile or two away from the village 
|| yj. Harwell which... has a_ little ex- 

misleyan chapel, built in 1850, with a 

_ “8veyard beside it.” 

) —The Methodist Recorder, Nov. 29, 
1 1951. 


| 
| 


Now I know what a lot of people 
will immediately say when they read 
this, “Oh, this is just another ex- 
ample of the cleverness of Commu- 
nist propaganda.” 


The British Press, for the most part, 
has followed the lead given by the Foreign 
Office and has dismissed the whole confe- 
rence as just a Moscow stunt. It is doing 
its best to give tthe impression that we are 
simpletons and dupes. 

As we cannot be disposed of as Com- 
munists and fellow travellers, we are to 
be regarded as simple-minded and well- 
meaning people who have been fooled 
again, 

_ Personally I regret that the representa- 
tives of the more serious British papers 


e 
Moscow Economic Conference 


CAN END THE 
NIGHTMARE OF 
THIRD WORLD WAR 


| An opportunity for statesmanship 


FROM THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CONFERENCE 
MOSCOW CONVINCED THAT WAR IS NOT INEVITABLE, THAT THERE IS A 
DEEP AND GENUINE FEELING IN RUSSIA THAT WAR WOULD BE A TRAGEDY 
AND CALAMITY FOR THE WHOLE WORLD, AND THAT THE RUSSIANS REALISE 
THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR NEW POLICIES AND AGREEMENTS WHICH WILL 
ee IMPROVE TRADE RELATIONSHIPS, EASE THE 

TENSION AND PRESERVE PEACE. 


Promises to chiefs 


have been broken 
— African delegation 


AT a press conference in London last 
a Tuesday five African chiefs from N. 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland expressed the 
views of their people on Federation. 


Dr. Hastings Banda said that there were 
two quite distinct delegations in th'‘s 
country. 

He was a member of an independent un- 
official delegation which thad come not to 
approach the government but to get the 
sympathy of the British people, and to let 
them know why it was that the people of 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland opposed 
federation. 


Separate doors at Post Office 


Tihe President of N. Rhedesia Congress 
said that the British Government had re- 
peatedly promised that the peoples of 
Africa would have ultimate self govern- 


ment, a promise reaffirmed by Royal 
visitors. That promise had not been 
honoured. 


They thad little or no say in their own 
government, and their lands had become 
Crown Lands. Colourad people required a 
pass to go through the European quarters, 
shops and post offices had to be entered by 
separate doors; there were separate 
schools, separate hospitals. N. Rhodesia 
had become a police state: he himself was 
followed by detectives and his correspon- 
dence was intercepted. 


Self-government is their right 


Yet the African people, like all other 
peoples under the Atlantic Charter had the 
right to choose the form of government 
under which they lived. They had been 
promised self-government, and they looked 
forward to the day when they would have 
developed sufficiently, and become. suffi- 
ciently well educated for that promise to 
become a reality. 


It was because they knew that. federa- 
tion, imposed upon them against their will, 
would put an end to that possibility that 
they opposed it totally. 

Speeches calling on the British Govern- 
ment and the British people to remember 
their promises to the African peoples were 
made by four other African chiefs. 


IKE’S ADVICE 


When people speak to you about a pre- 
ventive war, tell them to go and forget it. 
I have come to hate war. War settles noth- 
ing. 

—General Eisenhower, The Observer, 
Feb. 24, 1952 


ee 


“JE 


school for the RAF, 


three-quarters of a 
turned 


to leave. 


sacrificed te RAF 


— Press report 


TS Betore Food”’ was the heading of a news item in the 
Notingham Journal recently, which reported that the Air 
Ministry had made plans to reinstate the abandoned Gamston 
aerodrome, a war-time bomber station, as a flying training 


The decision, reports the Journal, will cut short a land re- 
elamation scheme which has provided the country with thousands 
of tons of potatoes and sugar beet, and bacon rations for nearly 


million people each week. 


The scheme was carried out by a local farmer, who in. 1946 
the 400 acres 
runways over to food production, and has now been given notice 
é t is believed that the runways may be extended to 
permit the operation of jet aircraft. 


surrounding and between the concrete 


AT 


were not allowed in, and Lord Boyd Ory, 
and I did what we could to convey to the 
Russian authorities our view that visas 
should be given. 


Wanting basis for agreement 


The Conferencefwas definitely not an as- 
sembly ‘of dupes and simpletons prepared 
to swallow everything that the Russians 
sought to plant upon them. 

In fact the Russians showed great under- 
standing and commonsense and were far 
from being dogmatic and wishing to thrust 
their point of view upon us. 

They were most anxious to prevent the 
Conference lbecoming an interchange of 
dialectic between Communist East and 
Capitalist West and listened patiently to 
American and British views which must 
have been strange and perplexing to them. 

1 know this because I was a member of 
one of the smal] sub-commitees that helped 
to draft the final resolution and had quite 
a lot to do with influential members of the 
Russian Delegation. 

Wile they \were tenacious on points 
which they regarded as important points of 
principle, I did not find them intolerant to 
our point of view. 

Their purpose throughout the Conference 
was to try to discover how far trade could 
be increased between East and West with 
a view to easing the tension, lessening the 
cold war and finding out a basis for agree- 
ment under which Communist and capitalist 
countries could live side by side without 
being plunged into the final catastrophe of 
war. 

In this I believe the Russians were com- 
pletely genuine. If they are met in this 
spirit then we can dispel the nightmare 
that is dominating the minds of intelligent 
people all over the world, the dread of 
World War No. 3 and what it may mean 
to civilisation and mankind. 


Want to bargain from strength too! 


I do not, of course, mean that the Rus- 
sians I talked with were pacifists. Indeed 
they argued very much the same way as 
our own politicians, Labour and Tory, do 
here. 

They. defend the rearmament pro- 
gramme on the ground that it is neces- 
sary for Russia to be able to bargain 
from strength. 

They say that if Russia became militarily 
weak or failed to rearm, the Fascists and 
American Imperialists would have walked 
in. They say, like our Front Bench politi- 
cians, that the one thing that is respected 
is strength. 

But they strongly deny that they have 
the slightest intention of embarking upon 
aggressive war, and are desperately an- 
xtuus to find some way out of the inter- 


(Continued on page six) 


Representatives of 15,000 pacifists 
meet at week-end 


REPRESENTATIVES of 15,000 paci- 
fists will gather in London this week- 
end for the Annual General Meeting of the 
Peace Pledge Union at Denison House. 
They will have before them a _ report 
showing a year of steady growth in the; 
movement; many new members and the 
springing up of new groups in many parts 
of the country. : ; 
Addressing the Sunday sessions will be 
John Kay, of Bootham School, York, and 
Chairman of the Peace Committee of the 
Society Friends, who will speak on “ The 
Approach to Young People,” and R. H. 
Ward, writer and broadcaster, who_ will 
speak on “Some Fundamentals of Paci- 


sin. 
The AGM is open to members of the PPU 
only and admission is by ticket. A full re- 
port will appear in Peace News next week. 


HE atomic plant at Aldermaston, 
picketed by 
distributing leaflets last Saturday. 


| bombs 


PACIFISTS AT 
ATOM PLANT 


Berks, 
carrying posters 


was 


pacifists and 


About thirty men and women marched 
past the plant as hundreds of workers 
came streaming out at midday. These 
made an eager rush for the leaflets which 
were being distributed. 


A few minutes later, as the long file of 
buses and coaches which serve the plant 
went past the marchers, there were shouts 
and cheers of sympathy as the men read 
the posters: “No more war”; ‘Atom 
disgrace democracy”; “Money 
spent on guns and bombs can’t be spent 
on houses and schools’; “ Atomic secrecy 
breeds fear”; and many others. 


By coach from London 


The demonstration was organised by the 
pacifist group known as Operation Gandhi. 
A coach, hired by the group, left London 
at 8.15 a.m. and on arrival at Aldermaston 
the party were joined by pacifists from 
Salisbury and Reading. Local press men 
and a photographer were also there. 


A special leaflet “ Britain’s Atom Bomb— 
a call to you,” had been printed for the 
occasion, based on one previously used by 
Operation Gandhi for their demonstration 
outside the War Office last January. 


The leaflet carried the programme for 
the day’s activities at Aldermaston and 
copies were distributed in the village the 
day before the demonstration took place 
by a member of Operation Gandhi living 
near Reading. 


Several of those taking part were 
National Service and Z-reserve objectors 
who had recently been before their tyi- 
bunals. One member had come straight 
from a night shift, others had to journey 
in the early hours of the morning to join 
the coach in London. 


On the village green 


After a break for lunch, the pacifists 
marched through a new thousing estate 
connected with the plant and then returned 
to the village of Aldermaston about two 
miles away from which they had marched 
earlier. 

An open-air meeting avas held on the 
little village green and villagers stood at 
their cottage doors and garden gates to 
hear Stuart. Morris, General Secretary of. 
the Peace Pledge Union, speak. 

Introducing Stuart Morris, Hugh Brock, 
Assistant Editor of Peace News, contrasted 
the lovely setting for the meeting—old,- 
red-brick-and-timber cottages in an un- 
spoilt village—-with the threat of destruc-: 
tion representd by the atomic plant two 
miles away. 

“The homes of the people of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki were no kss dear, and pro- 
bably as beautiful in their way, as the 
cottages in this lovely village,” he said. 

The audience though smal] was a friendly 
one, and to the suggestion that the people 
of Aldermaston were not concerned with 
the moral issue involved in the construc- 
tion of the plant as well as the social con- 
sequences an indignant voice shouted from 
a nearby cottage window, “ But, we are.” 

Stuart Morris recalled the use to which 
atomic energy had already been put. 
Bombs had been dropped on Hiroshima and. 
Nagasaki without any kind of moral justi- 
fication. To say that it had shortened the 
war was a hie: we now knew that Japan 
had already asked for surrender terms 
when the bomb was dropped, and in any. 


| case was incaveble of holding out longer. 


We, as pacifists, were not opposed to one 
weapon of war only, we were against all. 
weanons: but atomic energy was one illus- - 
tration of the methods of modern war, . 
which far from protecting our ideals only 
destroyed them. 

“Let us create a public opinion,” said. 
Stuart. Morris, “that demands that the, 
work carried on in this lovely village of ~ 
Aldermaston be harnessed not to imperial- . 
ism, power politics and power economics, ; 


(Continued on page six) 


PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
STAmford Hill 2262 (three lines) 


23th April 1952 


WHITES AND BLACKS 


EBACE NEWS receives a number 
of leters from white corres- 
pondents in South Africa. 


In some cases these are concerned to 
argue that there is a good deal to be said 
for the attitude of Dr. Malan’s Party to 
the treatment of the black and “ coloured ” 
population, and that we should be unwise 
to accept at their face valufe the claims of 
the United Party. 

We publish one of these letters on page 5. 


On whichever side of the present argu- 
ment these letters may be written they are 
clearly sent to us by people of goodwill, 
and tne fact that this should so obviously 
be so makes them all the more revealing. 


We take it for granted that there is not 
a great gulf between the attitudes of the 
Nationalist Party, the United Party, and 
the Labour Party. It is simply a dispute 
as to which is the better way to keep the 
great black population in permanent subor- 
dination to the small white population. 


On the much more basic question, 
whether it is good for men to frame any 
policy for the keeping of a great mass of 
people in subordination there is no differ- 
ence of opinion. 

* 


In view of what we have said above we 
have no need to discuss our correspondent’s 
eontention that a policy of apartheid ex- 
presses a greater degree of consideration 
tor the black population. 

fhe thing of outstanding significance in 
her letter is not in anything she says, but 
in what she does not say. 

She points out that under the apartheid 
electoral arrangement the “coloured” and 
native population get white representatives 
to look after their interests. The fact that 
these representatives must be white and 
eannot be black does not appear to her to 
call for any kind of comment—deprecation, 
excuse, extenuation, or justification. 

It is just taken for granted; and it pro- 
vides a dreadful commentary on the whole 
attitude of the African whites, whether the 
arigin of these be Dutch or British. 

There is no ground for a claim that black 
people are not capable of serving as effi- 
cient representatives. 

In Great Britain to-day we have a size- 
able population of people racially akin to 
the people who have to be kept out of the 
South African Legisiature. Even if we 
were unable to observe the evidence they 
have provided in the USA of their capacity 
to full positions of responsibility, those who 
have opportunities to encounter people of 
these races are aware that they can meet 
us on an equal footing. 


* 


There is no biological reason why they 
should not sit and work beside white people 
in Parliament, and if it be true that the 
great mass of the African population has 
not yet reached an educational level where 
it can vote intelligently for its own in- 
terests, this is a serious indictment of those 
who have had control of educational facili- 
ties and policy throughout the present 
century. 

There is, however, no 


doubt that the 


black populations throughout Africa could ' 


find peuple of their own race capable of 
conducting their affairs and it is this fact 
and not its opposite that is bothering the 
white races in their rejection of Article I 
of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

it is because he feared the success of the 
West African experiment in self-govern- 
ment that Mr. Justice Blackwell, of the 
Supreme Court of South Africa, expressed 
his concern that it had been entered upon, 
during his United States tour. 

If it turned out a success, he asked, would 
the Bantu of South Africa be content 
“ with the meagre and almost shadowy re- 
presentation that they have in the House 
of Assembly? ” 

We are afraid that the South African 
white population, whatever may be their 
political party, are seeking to blind them- 
selves to what is inevitably before them. 
The issue they are seeking to keep veiled is 
repeating itself in one form or another 
throughout the whole vast continent. 

It presents itself in Tunis to-day, to- 
morrow in Algeria and Morocco, it cannot 
be evaded in the Rhodesias, Kenya and 
Nyasaland. In one form or another every 
month that passes will inevitably bring 
some challenge in some part of Africa to 
the power the whites have exercised over 
the blacks; and each move in any one part 
will cause further sticrings in all the others. 

Our white friends in Africa should face 
this dominant fact. They should examine 
the unformulated assumptions they have 
made in the past. 

They should think out their position 
anew in relation to the inevitable trend; 
and it would be good for the whole world 
if they would do their new thinking in the 
spirit of Christian people who have fully 
aceepted the great conception of the 
brotherhood of man. 


Russia replies 
T is difficult to see how the 


Western Powers can refuse to 
discuss without delay the question 
of holding free all-German elections” 
as the Soviet reply to their recent 
note urges. 

The fact, however, is that the Western 
Powers are in a dilemma. They obviously 
cannot afford to put themselves in the 
wrong with Western Germany and the rest 
of the world by making the unity of Ger- 
many impossible. On the other hand, fear 
of Russia has induced them to seek their 
own defence in the European Defence Com- 
munity, including the German contribution. 

Accepting without sufficient evidence the 
seriousness of the threat of Soviet aggres- 
sion, they see no other way to meet it, and 
the main purpose of a Western German 
army is not to defend Germany, but to give 
effect to British and American plans for 
their own defence against Communism. 

When they talk of the German contribu- 
tion they mean the contribution of Western 
Germany, and they are unwilling to run the 
risk of the collapse of EDC by the with- 
drawal of any contribution from Western 
Germany. 

Only the government of a united Ger- 
many can speak for Germany, and free all- 
German elections are a necessary  pre- 
liminary to any decision by the German 
people as to what they will or will not do. 

If the Western Powers are right in their 
assumption of what the German people 
want, we would have thought that, given 
the necessary conditions for free elections, 
Russia was running far greater risks of los- 
ing political influence in and through a 
united Germany than the other occupying 
Powers. 

What, however, the Western Powers 
realise they lose is the planned contribution 
of Western Germany to their defence once 
Germay is reunited. What they will not 
realise ig that to persist in the plan which 
involves the partition of Germany for years 
to come only establishes one of the main 
causes of tension, creates the equivalent of 
a 88th Parallel in Europe and thereby 
jeopardises the cause of peace and their 
own security. Whereas to secure a united 
disarmed Germany would go a long way 
towards removing the tension between East 
and West and to rendering their elaborate 
system of defence unnecessary. 


Psychological bluff 


The recent British offer of military guar- 
antees to EDC, including Germany, is a 
piece of bluff. 

By the Dunkirk Treaty, the Brussels 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


Treaty, the North-Atlantic Treaty, and the 
Three Power Declaration of 1950 Britain is 
already involved in guarantees: to all the 
members of NATO and to Germany. 

The psychological bluff is designed to 
appease the fears of France and eurry more 
favour with Western Germany for the pur- 
pose of speeding up the formation of EDC, 
qnclucine Western Germany, by the end of 
May. 

Are Britain and America prepared to 
rush madly ahead with their plans regard- 
less of the consequences? 

If they really desire the unity of Germany 
and peace in Eurepe they must at least be 
prepared to call a halt to defence plans until 
the Four Powers have met to discuss the 
conditions for free all-German elections. 
That is the first requisite to which all other 
claims must give way. 

Once it can be shown that such elections 
are possible, it will be for the four Powers 
to arrange for their supervision and for the 
terms of a peace treaty with the new all- 
German Government. 

The peace of Europe is not to be seen 
in terms of armed defence—particularly 
when such defence inevitably carries with 
it a cause of war—but in removing the 
tension. 

Nothing would help to make a war be- 
tween the USSR and the USA less likely 
than the creation of a neutral block in 
Europe. Around a united permanently 
disarmed Germany could be gathered a 
wide group of other countries where neu- 
trality has been traditional, to which 
France and Britain should adhere. 


Germ warfare 


NE of the main dangers of 
propaganda lies in the fact 
that if a report is repeated often and 
cogently enough it establishes 4 
position in people’s minds quite in- 
dependent of the truth or otherwise 
of the assertion. 
The myth of British disarmament is one 
example: germ warfare may be another. 
So far we have only had the evidence of 


Peace Without the Right Hall Mark — 


By Hilda von Klenze 


F you happen to live inthe German 
Democratic Republic (Eastern 
Zone of Germany) and wish to order 
a paper published in Western Ger- 
many to be sent to you by post you should 
ask the publishers of_the paper to put in 
an application to the East German Ministry 
for Post and Telephone Services. If the 
application is granted the paper will be 


entered in the appropriate list, and the, 


post will then be able to deliver the paper 
regularly at your address. 
* 

But will the application be granted? 
That, of course, depends a great deal on 
the nature of the paper. 

Our friend P. H. who lives in Eastern 
Germany, has recently found that pacifist 
publications are not considered worthy of 
introduction into Eastern Germany. 

He desired to have “ Die Friedensrund- 
schau,” which is the organ of the German 
section of the War Resisters’ International, 
sent to him from Hamburg, and not realis- 
ing that the publishers alone can make 
such an application, he appried direct to 
the East German Ministry in Berlin. His 
polite request received a reply in the stern- 
father-to-slightly-backward-child style 
which 1s the hallmark of official] communi- 
eations in Germany. 

The correct procedure was pointed out 
to him and then the letter went on: 

“In general I should like to add that 
the public in the German Democratic 
Republic is already being fully in- 
formed about the opposition to im- 
perialistic wars by all papers and maga- 
zines so that we do not consider that 
there is here any such demand for paci- 
fist literature as might exist in a coun- 
try where the mere mention of the word 
‘peace’ is punishable. ... In this con- 
nection we would draw your attention 
to the international magazine, Peace, 
and the weekly paper, .Peace Post, both 
of which can be ordered through the 
post.” 

P. H. seems to have detected a certain 
note of finality in the Ministry’s reply, and 
he did not like it: 

“Does the Ministry propose to pre- 
scribe the papers which I eught to and 
should be permitted to read? I always 
thought that sort of thing only happened 
in totalitarian countries as, for instance, 
under Hitler. Here we are daily 
ureed ‘Please, send this paper te your 
friends in Western Germany’ and ‘ Ex- 
change letters with Western Germany 
and. spread information.’ Yet when I 
wish to read a Western German peace 
paper I am not permitted to do so.... 
I cannot believe that to mention the 
word ‘peace’ is a punishable offence in 
Western Germany, since people there are 
free to order their copies of Die 
Friedensrundschau by post.” ns 
That letter was written in June last 

year. By the middle of November no reply 


had -been received, but P. H. knew that the 
application put in by the publishers had 
meanwhile been refused. So he wrote 
again, pointing out that the World Peace 
Council meeting in Vienna had just issued 
a statement which contained the following 
sentence: 

“We note avith satisfaction the grow- 
ing opposition in Germany and welcome 
the activities of various groups and indi- 
viduals against German rearmament 
and for German unity.” 

This time the Ministry for Post and 
Telephone Services responded quickly. 
Their letter was headed, “Put an end to 
the separation of our fatherland!” and the 
paternal style had acquired a distinctly 
schoolmarmy flavour. 

“Your letter of Nov. 15 shows that you 
are in ignorance about certain questions 
of principle” it began and then went on 
to quote chapter and verse from a sample 
copy of Die Friendensrundschau for certain 
statements designed to sow disunity with- 
in the peace movement. No less than eight 
Eastern German publications were recom- 
mended in place of the offending 
“ Friedensrundschau.” 

P. H. replied by asking how the Ministry 
proposed to “put an end to the separation 
of our fatherland” if they themselves re- 
fused to make the slightest concession. 
He added that as an old-age pensioner he 
could not afford to subscribe to any papers 
except the one of his choice which hap- 
pened to be “ Die Friedensrundschau.” 

To this the Ministry replied that no ex- 
pense was involved in visiting the reading 
room of a pubHe library. 


* 


And so the correspondence went on. In 
one of their letters headed “Demand all- 
German negotiations!” the Ministry urged 
P. H. to become acquainted with Soviet 
Russian ‘literature and films (six of which 
were mentioned by name) in order to cor- 
rect his sadly erroneous ideas of Com- 
munism in general and in particular. The 
exchange ended with a communication 
from the Ministry informing P. H. that ap- 
plications for inclusion in the list of per- 
mitted papers must be made by the pub- 
lishers. 

* 


Any unbiassed German who has ever had 
communications with Nazi officials will 
find these letters sadly reminiscent. 

_The secretary of the German WRI sec- 
tion, to whom we are indebted for the full 
text of the correspondence, rightly com- 
ments on the tragie fact that to write 
letters like these to Eastern German autho- 
rities takes not only perseverance, but a 
a good deal of courage as well. Com- 
munists in Western Germany, as in this 
country, are eager to co-operate with any 
and all peace organisations. In Eastern 
Germany, however, it is only Peace or- 
ganisations that are not pacifist that dre 
aeceptable. 


one side, and nobody who wishes to arrive 
at an impartial judgment can be content 
with that. The “evidence for the prosecu- 
tion” shows that there is a case whic 
should be answered, and it is no answer to 
say that governments are above making use 
of such horrors. It is war itself which 1s 
the horror, And the acceptance of atomic 
warfare, flame throwers, napalm bombs, 
and other ghastly weapons indicates that 
there is no reason why germ warfare also 
should not be used if it is thought that the 
end justifies such means. 

Nor have there been wanting pronounce- 
ments from individual Americans to sup- 
port that view. 

Although the German protocol of June 1%, 
1925, forbiddine the use of germ warfare 
was signed by the American representa- 
tives, it has never been ratified by the 
American Government. On the contrary) 
when the protocol was brought to the Senate 
for ratification in April, 1947, it was form- 
ally withdrawn at the President’s request 
on the ground that circumstances had 
changed since 1925, 

One of the new circumstances now 18 4 
United Nations war in Korea, and although 
the Americans have the military direction, 
all the participating countries share res- 
ponsibility for what is done in the name ° 
UN. 

The British Government has a right and 
a duty to see that there is no possibility that 
British troops serving with UN Forces wil 
be involved in germ warfare, and they 
should urge the American Government 0 
ratify the protocol and to insist that the 
United Nations forthwith accept a ban oR 
bacteriological weapons in any action 
undertaken in their name. 

In the meantime, an investigation of the 
present accusations by a group whose quali: 
fications and impartiality will be recognis¢# 
by both sides and whose verdict will be 
generally accepted, is urgently necessary: 
and we hope that the British Governme? 
will take the initiative in securing such 4? 
investigation. 


Britain votes for Imperialism 


F the French can contrive to kee? 


together the Baecouche Gover! 
ment in Tunisia long enough to agree 
to such constitutional reforms 48 
French settlers can be induced to accept, it 
ean only be a very temporary settlement” 
with the leaders of the Tunisian nationalis 
movement, Neo-Destour, carefully remove! 
from having any influence upon what 1 
decided. , 
The issue will inevitably arise again 12 
scmewhat different circumstances Du 
raising the same basic principle that is ©re- 
peatedly presenting itself in all the diffe- 
rent areas of the great continent of Africa: 


As it happens, however, it seems very 
doubtful whether it will be possible t0 
reach any kind of settlement witht 
Baccouche government that will produce # 
calmer atmosphere in Tunisia. 

In the meantime in America the Co- 
gress of Industrial Organisations and thé 
American Federation of Labour have bot? 
condemned the American representatives 
in the Security Council for having maint: 
tained an attitude of neutrality in regart 
to the proposals for including the Tunisia? 
question on the agenda when they clai™ 
that the American tradition should hav? 


perialist regime. 7 

The vote of Britain was cast with that o 
the French against the Tunisian case beil? 
heard. 

In view of the British attitude on thé 
question of the submission of the case 0! 
the Hereros it would hardly have beet 
decent for the vote to have been c2§ 
otherwise! 


The Evening Standard 


E are very glad to see that the 
‘National Peace Council was 
prompt in challenging the Evening 


aligned them with the victims of an Inv | 


Standard’s suggestion that it, an 
Lord Boyd Orr as its president, ha 
strong links with the Communist 
Party, and that the newspaper ha* 
felt it desirable to deny that there 
was any such implication and t? 
express its regret that it was 
conveyed. 

The offending article was one of the mo! 
unpleasant pieces of work of which some ? 
the Press is capable, full of mean innuend? 
of the type of the opening sentence. f 

“Lord Boyd-Orr, like the Dean %% 

Canterbury, loves to fly round the worl# 

exuding goodwill.” 

In the course of the article it cited a num; | 


ber of political pronouncements of Lor | 
Boyd-Orr of which it disapproved, but ot 
which it might be assumed that Comm 
nists aprove. : 

The tactic of the Evening Standart 
in this business was that of the Communi§’ 
Party in reverse. 

Between the Communists on the one sid® 
with their treatment of any doubts abou! 
Russian policy as being on a par with Fa 
cism, and commentators of the type of t™ 
writer of the Evening Standard leadé! 
on the other. it becomes more and more dif” 
cult to get unprejudiced consideration 10° 
any kind of independent and objective co? 
ment, 

So many people are ready to give the™) 
selves an exemption from the trouble % 
thinking on a debatable question if the 


are able to hang a denigratory label : 
anybody who insists on raising’ it. 

i The NPC has performed a public serv. 
in making an effective protest against t 
tendency. 


(Continued on back page) 
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e e 
whitewashing 
FNOMMISSIONS set up by 

Churches to report on Atomic 
warfare were more concerned to 
provide whitewash for political de- 
cisions than to explore the real 
Issues raised for Christians by the 
discovery and use of new methods 
of mass destruction. 

This view is expressed by Canon C. E. 
aven in “ Alex Wood—the Man and _ his 
Messayre,” a Jecture published in pamphlet 


form by the Fellowship of Reconciliation.* 
Dr. Alex Wood, a distinguished physi- 


“cist and churchman, who had shared Lord 


Rutherford’s hope that the release of 
atomic energy would mean the freedom of 
Mankind from enslavement and drudgery 
Was ostracised by the Churches, says Canon 
vaven, 

_“ During the whole couyse of the Reli- 


gion and Life Conferences, and more 
Specifically in the Commissions for re- 


porting upon the problems raised for 
Christians by Atomic warfare, the man 
who was best qualified by knowledge, 


character and opinion was studiously 
ignored, we 
“'Phose of us who maintained that 


these Commissions were concerned rather 
to provide whitewash for political deci- 
sions than to explore the real issues could 
at least point not only to the actual re- 
ports but to the composition of the bodies 
which had produced them. 

“The Churches have all too few mem- 
bers qualified to speak with any know- 
ledge on matters of scientific interest, or 
who have foreseen and wrestled with the 
preblems presented by new and_ revolu- 
Uionary discoveries. 

“It is disloyalty to truth when instead 
of seeking counse! from such men authori- 
tative statements are issued by persons 
who have neither special‘ knowledge of 
the facts nor close acquaintance with the 
problems.” 

Canon Raven recalls that i was left to 
the BBC—which under state-control had 
banned pacitists in war-time—to give Dr. 
Wood an early opportunity after VJ Day to 
express his pacifist convictions. 

fhe man the Churches had ostracised be- 
San his broadcastt by reminding listeners 
that in a little book tor schools, written im 
1925, he had said of the possible release 
of atomic energy: ; 

“We may be forgiven if we feel some 
doubt whether mankind has reached that 
Stage of moral and spiritual development 
at which the discovery of vast new 
sources of energy would be certain to be 
used itor the enrichment and beautifying 
ot human life.” 

‘the man who had wrestled with this 
Proplem ivr over 20 years would obviously 
have been an embarrassment on any white- 
washing expedition. HB. 
ent 


Obtainadle from the Fok, 28 Gordon 
Square, W.C.1., or Housmans Bookshop, 
_ 3 Blackstock Kd., N.4. 1s. Zid. post free. 
t “Three Vowes—or One?” obtainable as 
above 2hd. 


NEAT BUT NOT GAUDY 


EF WAS right about the Old School Tie. 
From tne response to my last appeal 

H is clear that 1t arouses a feeling of 
loyalty. 

It is therefore obvious that there should 
e one, and that its decorative pattern 
Should be based on the emblem of the 
road Arrow. 

lt am aware, of course, that the bread 
atrew is no longer worn. It is demodé 
and even declassé. ‘To be seen walking 
Tound the exercise yard in broad arrows 
Would be regarded as a_ sartorial lapse 
Scarcely less serious than going out to bat 
In braces, and would cause the toughest 
Old jag to raise a supercilious eyebrow. 
But symbols are always out of date. 
he sword is an obsolete weapon; but that 
doesn't prevent peliticians trom talking 
about the “arbitrament of the sword” 
When they really mean dropping bembs on 
Civilians. 


But is the broad arrow symbol alone 
€nough? No; it is not sufficiently defini- 
tive. If ] am to brand myself as a law- 


reaker I wish it to be known which laws 
{ break. 

A crimindl, as such, is not necessarily 
a better man than a law-abiding citizen. 
Let us be broad-minded and admit that 
quite a number of good and sincere people 
ave remained outside prison through no 
fault of their own, 

For that reason, therefore, 1 suggest 

that the broad arrow motif be combined 
With the War Resisters’ emblem of the 
Yoken rifle. Together they would form a 
Suitable pattern, neat but not gaudy, for 
Wear on all occasions. 
. One question remains: Qualification. It 
's a lamentable fact that many people wear 
Pacifist emblems who do not subscribe to 
reace News. There’s nowt to stop it; this 
ls a free-country, in peace-time. 

I would jike to think, however, that Con- 
Science, that Beacon jn the Bosom (Brown- 
Mz), would forbid anyone to sport the old 
School colours unless he bought the paper 
fvery week. 

“or as I am never tired of pointing out, 
€ all bona fide military service law- 
reakers in the country. actual or poten- 
tal, did so, our circulation would be secure. 
Cc B. J. BOOTHROYD 
pontributions since April] 11: £26 1s. 11d. 
oto] for 1952: £301 10s. 6d. 
p lease make cheques, etec.. payable to 
pce News. Ltd., and address them to 
32% Brittain, Treasurer, Pence News, 

Blackstock Road, N-4. 
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| Creative Peace Pioneers 
| The Gandhian viilage workers 


HERE are three dominant forces 
or trends in the world today: 
Communism, The American Way of 
| Life which now embraces anti-Com- 
| munism, and an Eastern way of life 
which is a mixture of anti-Commun- 
ism, anti-Westernism and a funda- 
mentally spiritual outlook. 

Communist foreign policy is based on the 
belief that Western “Democracy,” capitalist 
and Socialist alike, is doomed to collapse, 
and is designed to hasten that collapse by 
forcing the democratic powers to adopt a 
permanent war economy. 

Western politics, under American control 
and domination, is conforming with hysteri- 
cal haste and zeal to the Russian design, 
and making, according toits proclamations, 
its maximum contribution to world peace in 
a super-militarised orbit covering both 
hemispheres. 

The East, on the other hand, and especi- 
ally India, sees clearly that the American 
way of life is charged with violence both 
in its internal and external relationships, 
and that the West is heading for economic 


News Pictures of Indie. 


hope in a_ catastrophic 
situation.” 

India’s Prime Minister was the 
only non-Communist political lea- 
der to oppose the Japanese Peace 
Treaty. > 

Photo shows Pandit Nehru at «a 
reception given in his home to the 
delegates attending the World 
Pacifist Meeting. 


“ Major 


breakdown and world war and stimulating 
revolutionary tendences everywhere. 


_ The major hope in this catastrophic 
situation is India. Her Prime Minister, 


Jawaharlal Nehru, was the only non-Com- 
munist political leader to oppose the 
Japanese Peace Treaty. 


On Aug. 28 he declared that the Treaty 
“would in no way serve to lessen the pre- 
sent tension, and might render the solution 
of many outstandng Far Eastern problems 
more difficult.” To leave out Communist 
China and transform Japan inito an Ameri- 
ean stronghold against Communism in the 
Far East was to “increase friction: it 
would not bring peace.” (Sept. 16, 1951, at 
Lucknow). 


Building a non-violent economy 


Today tne entire East is in a revolu- 
tionary ferment, and is making an unans- 
werable claim for economic justice which 
so far neither the Colombo Plan nor the 
Point Four Programme has given much 
hope of meeting. 

India is tackling her social and economic 
problems on two levels. Like all the Eastern 
countries she is aiming at maximum econo- 
mic self-sufficiency, while the growing body 
of Gandhian workers afe attempting the 
great task of erecting a 
economy in their country. 


Their leader, Gandhi, saw with astonish- 
ing clearness that Western industrialism 
was charged with violence. and could not, 
with its incessant struggle for markets, 
food and raw materials, do other than sti- 
mulate revolution and war on an ever- 


Truth realised © 


The leaves, the trees, the silent sky 
Proclaim the Good that men deny, 

The earth is hushed—true life is still 
Embalmed in calm, while humans kill. 


Bternal, true and lovely things 

Bear me on your ceaseless urngs 
Above the din of human strife 

So I may know there is Good life. 


Behind the clamour of mankind 
I will behold the Master Mind, 
And having seen Him, I will share 
The weight of madness He must bear. 


PEARL MARTIN TUPPER 
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non-violent | 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


expanding seale. He also saw that it de- 
prived the people of their finest birthright, 
that of freedom to live and labour with 
their whole mind and soul. 

As early as 1908 Gandhi declared that 
British industrialism was satanic in nature 
and would in due course be self-destroyed. 
He therefore insisted that India should base 
her civilisation on well-integrated villages, 
with an agro-industrial economy and a local 
economics and polities, for only on such a 
basis could maximum individual freedom 
and responsibility, also social and world 
peace, be assured. 


In later years Gandhi spoke of Village 
Republics, and increasingly devoted himself 
to perfecting the organisation and mechan- 
isms of his concept of these Republics. 


Today there exists in India a group of 
economists who are expounding the 
Gandhian economies, while a considerable 
and growing body of workers, including 
some of the finest spirits to be found in 
India are labouring in the villages trying to 
lay the foundations of the India of Gandhi’s 
dreams. They come from every level and 
caste of Indian society, and all ftepudiate 
the bar of caste, race and relgion. 


_ Their work is stimulating an awakening 
in the villages from which the new India 
will arise. 


The new economics 


_Among the chief exponents of _ the 
Gandhian economics are the brothers J. C, 
and Bharatan Kumarappa, and S. N. 
Agarwal. 

The fullest and most graphie exposition 

of those economics has been given by J. C. 
Kumatappa in some two dozen books and 
pamphlets. His latest booklet “ Gandhian 
Economic Thought,” is the first publica 
tion in. a new “ Library of Indian Econo- 
mies,” published by Vora & Co., 3 Round 
Buildings, Bombay 2. 
_In “Capitalism, Socialism or Villag- 
ism?” Bharatan Kumarappa has given a 
most lucid and masterly exposition of the 
nature, qualities and effects—economic, 
political, personal, social and international 
—of these three systems, leaving no doubt 
whatever as to which is capable of pro- 
ducing the finest type of human beines and 
the highest order of civilisation. 


S. N. Agarwal writes forcibly on the 
embrasive character of the Gandhian eco- 
nomics in “The Gandhian Plan.” The 
senerating centre of Basie Education, 
which prepares the young to live creatively 
and responsibly, is the Ashram at Seva- 
gtam, where Gandhi carried out his first 
experiments in Basic Education under the 
direction of those two fine spirits Mr. and 
Mrs. Aryanayakam. 

_From this and many other Ashrams the 
ploneers of a new social order, a new ‘eco- 
nomics and a new civilisation are going 
forth into the villages of India with a devo- 
tion and an enthusiasm that have to be 
witnessed to be believed and appreciated at 
their true value. 

It is in these poverty-stricken villages, 
now being re-modelled by a new band of 
pioneers or missionaries, that today rests 
one of the greatest hopes of the revival 
of civilisation and indeed of human sur- 
vival. 

Unless the West can ovefcome and con- 
trol its materialism and advance on parallel 
hnes, world leadership may well pass to 
the East, with its clearer vision of the way 
of personal and national life that is peace. 


Noel Buxton: A Life, by Mosa Anderson. 
Foreword by G. P. Gooch. Allen & 
Unwin, 16s. 


“SF in doubt, do the enterprising 
thing.” 

; “Waterprise’’ for Noel Buxton meant 

fearless, selfless work for oppressed 


humanity, following the example of his 
ancestor Sir T. Fowell Buxton, Elizabeth 
Fry’s brother-in-law, champion of slaves. 
He chose a political career, when Liberalism 
ee the Gladstone school was still a living 
oree. 


As we peruse Buxton’s life, we read 
between the lines the cause of the collapse 
ot Liberalism and its successor, Socialism: 
a perish when war-passions take com- 
mand. 


We visualise the piling-up of evil powers 
from 1914 to Hitler, the opportunities lost 
by scheming statesmen who ‘might have 
stopped them; against the tireless labours 
of a man who kept his integrity and faith. 


; 9 Ge is mainly pessimism,” he said, “that 
holds the world back.” His was no vague 


optimism—but intensely realistic. His 
efforts (1909-15) to achieve a Balkan 
settlement were thwarted by a Foreign 


Office pledged to secret tteaties, making 
suffering peoples pawns in the game of 
power-polities. 

H. N. Brailsford (who with the Bishop 
of Chichester shares the Epilogue) has no 
doubt that had Buxton’s Balkan policy— 
“yeahistic” because arrived at through 
close personal experience of the peoples 
concerned—not been over-ruled by war- 
intoxicated politicians, World War I would 
have been greatly shortened. Causes of 
World War II might have been eliminated. 

Noel Buxton never lost heart. He worked 
|econsistently for peace and social justice. 
| Modest. unassuming—and fearless, he ven- 
i tured his life to help persecuted Mace- 


| 
| 
| 
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Conversation, 


Disgruntled Customer 
But only a fortnight ago, you 
charged me 8s. Now it’s 3s. 6d. 

Waitress: Sorry, Madam. It’s gone up. 

D,C. (to me), Hverything has gone up. 
What that Labour Government’s 
wicked policy— 

Me. My rates have just gone up. Under 
a Tory Government. 

D.C, it’s high wages that are ruining 
the country. 

Me. Or is it the staggering’ inter- 
national arms race? All waste, if 
there’s to be no war. 

D.C, (suspiciously). You’re not a Com- 
munist, surely ? 

Me. No. I back no totalitarian state. 
But I do say that if the nations of 
the world can find no other way of 
settling their differences but by 
bankrupting themselves to make 
ghasther-than-ever weapons of des- 
truction, we might as well pack up. 

D.C. But surely we must be prepared 
against Russian aggression ? 

Me. Don’t you think that perhaps Rus- 
sia, who like ourselves, assumes that 
military methods are the only safe- 
guard, fears for her frontiers, with 
all this talk of a Western “Defence” 
pact against her ? 

D.C. Her propaganda for Communism 
goes everywhere ! 

Me. I agree that Russia believes in 
spreading Communist doctrine, but I 
do not believe that she wants to 
gecupy Britain. Surely the lion can 
lie down with the lamb, and; each 
coumtry choose its own way of liv- 
ing: Communist or so-called demo- 
eratic ? 

D.C. Well, its best to be on the safe 
side, and anyway the Russians are 
all savages. 

‘fe. Did you think so when Russia was 
attacked by Germany, and came into 
the war, and so deflected many Ger- 
man divisions eastwards ? 

D.C. I never trusted them ! 

Me. Do you vremember—talking of 
savagery—Belsen and Buchenwald, 
and Dachau? Didn’t you then say, 
with Vansittart and others, that Ger- 
many was the plague-spot of Europe, 
and should never again be allowed 
to re-arm? Yet its being now sug- 
gested. 

D.C. Yes—well—I think neither Rus- 
sia nor Germany should be allowed 
armis. 

Me. How do you stop them, if America 
and ourselves arm? Do you remember 
our late King George VI presenting 
Stalingrad with a sword to com- 
memorate its heroic defence? Did 
you then consider His Majesty 
was wrong? 

D.C. (indignantly) I would never be so 
disloyal ! How can you imply that I 
would be ? 

‘Me. Only the logical deduction from 
what you’ve said! Isn’t it about time 
we decided on some other method of 
living, than by the threat of giant 


(to waitress) : 


armaments between nations? First 
one—then another ? 
D.C. (gathering up her bag). You’re 


hopeless ! 
Me. Do you want another war ? 
D.C. (leaving table). Certainly not! 
Me (casting Parthian dart). Nor do I! 


PHYLLIS VALLANCE 


A man who kept his integrity 


donians and Armenians; sponsored at high 
political levels a great series of relief- 
organisations; and was never afraid to take 
a lone stand—always for moderation— 
against his Party leaders. 

The grace and nobility of the man shine 
thiough the book—-which is more a political 
than a personal biography. His home in- 
terests all tended to build wp and beautify: 
his delight was gardenng, and he had in 
youth renounced the “sport” of shooting. 

He was not a “ pacifist”! But we, who 
inherit a world devastated by follies he 
tried to prevent need (especially pacifists) 
his quality of life: patience; refusal to use 
weal diligent, constant study of others’ 
needs. 

A sermon he preached reveals his life’s 
inspiration: 

“The answer (to our problems) was not 
one of theory. ... It was by actually en- 
deavouring to find time for meditation, by 
learning to understand the power of the 
prayer of faith, and by developing the 
spirit of ‘optimistic joy’ that men could 
realise Christ’s promises.” 

ERIC J. W. TAPSELL 
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Doctors to hold 
conterence 


on War 


CONFERENCE is being or- 
ganised by the Medical Asso- 
ciation for the Prevention of War in 
erder to give doctors an opportunity 
to discuss the responsibilities of the 
medical profession in the face of the 


threat of war. 

It will be held at the Royal College of 
Surgeons on May 10 and 11. 

Subjects for discussion will include “ Bio- 
logical Warfare,” “The Psychology of War 
Preparation” and “The Hippocratic Oath 
and the Declaration of Geneva.” 

Information revarding the arrangemenis 
may be obtained from Dr. Arnold Klopper, 
24 Lansdowne Road, London, W.11. 


Restore British Council cuts 


The Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom passed reslutions at 
their Annual Council urging: the re- 
integration of refugees; a reduction of 
the arms programme; restoration of the 
British Council Budget cuts; and a re- 
view of the decision to banish Seretse 
Khama. 


Witham (Essex) Monthly Meeting of the 

- Society of Friends have published a 

* Minute in which they express their con- 
cern that states of war exist in Korea, 
Malaya and Indo-China. They “support 
to the utmost the efforts being made to 
put an end to the great waste of human 
life which continuance of these conflicts 
involves,” and reaffirm their belief “ that 
war is a sin and not just a necessary 
evil.” 

Family of an imprisoned CO in Ohio, USA, 
is being helped from Mutual Aid Fund 
sponsored by local pacifists. Contribu- 
tor’s undertake to pay in one-seventh 
of their incame in an emergency and at 
other times one-tenth of the one-seventh. 


“4 Bayoret is a Weapon with a Worker 
at Each End,” is the title of the latest 
Peace Pledge Union leaflet. 

Bureaux for German objectors 


The Freiburg group of the War Resisters’ 


International has set up an advisory 
bureau for conscientious objectors in 
conjunction with the German Peace 


Society. A similar bureau is planned 
for Stuttgart—WRI News Service. 


Peace Committees throughout the world 


will be ineluded in the 1952 U.S. Peace | 


Directory if names and addresses are 
sent to the U.S. Committee against 
6329 S. May Street, 


; Moilitarisation, 
’ Chicago 21, Wiinois, USA. 

World Student Federalists have a new 
‘ Seecretary-General, 21-year-old Londoner, 
Gwyneth Morgan Phillips, daughter of 
' the Secretary of the Labour Party. 
' WSF headquarters are at Keizerseracht 
; 369, Amsterdam, Holland. 


_ Co-op women call for struggle 

? against poverty 

Lewes (Sussex) Women’s Co-operative 
Guild unanimously adopted a resolution 

’ of protest against the spending of enor- 
mous sums on rearmament. The women 
went on to declare their belief that 
poverty and hunger were the real causes 
of world unrest, and called upon the 
Government to spend progressively less 
on weapons of destruction, and more on 
the feeding, education, and general 
betterment of the hungry millions 
throughout the world. Copies of the re- 
solution were sent to Transport House 
and to the Home Secretary. 


Margaret Backhouse, former Chairman of 
the Friends Service Council on whose 
behalf she was presented with the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1947, has a full pro- 
gramme of meetings at which she is re- 
porting on the Quaker Mission to Moscow 
in which she took part. Tonight, Friday, 
she is speaking in Woolwich Town Hall at 
8 p.m. and on Tuesday, April 29, in the 
Hackney Town Hall also at 8 p.m. 


The current issue of “One World” (the 
organ of the National Peace Council) 
contains an article by Gerald Bailey on 
the Sixth Assembly of the United 
Nations, with special reference to the 
work of the Quaker international team 
in Paris, of which he was a member. 
(4d., from the NPC at 144 Southampton 
Row, W.C.1.) 


East Ham Peace Committee sent a resolu- 
tion to the Federation of British In- 
dustries urging that every effort be made 
to econelude trade agreements with 
foreign countries “along the lines sug- 
ested by Lord Boyd Orr _in his recent 
speech in Moscow. The Committee re- 
cently presented a bouquet to Mr. W. E. 
Rugg, of Byron Ave., H.12. He was the 
.500th local signatory to the Partisans of 
Peace 5-Power Pact petition for which 
the Committee is collecting signatures. 


TARIFE WALLS CAUSE WARS-— 


‘‘ Protection or Free Trade ”’ 
by Henry George 
Cloth Bound 2s. 6d. Post 


free 


Land and Liberty Library, 4 Gt. Smith St. S.W.! 
ee 


BERLINERS 
ON PEACE 


BEAT BAN 
MEETINGS 


Rowdies threw stink bombs: tried to 
howl down speakers 


WO very successful meetings in support of the Emergency League 
for Peace in Europe—an all-party German organisation which is 
opposing rearmament—were held simultaneously in Berlin recently, in 
spite of opposition both from the authorities and from gangs of hooligans. 


The organisers had originally booked the 


two largest halls in the city—the Funk- 
halle and the Titania-Palast—-but the 
authorities withdrew the permits for the 
meetings to be held there, and two large 
cinemas were taken instead. The 4,000 
people who attended all paid for their 
seats. 


An opposition organisation had tried ta 
keep people away by defacing the adver- 
uising posters, and created serious distur- 
bances during the meetings. 

Speaking just after the publication of 
the new Soviet proposals for Germany, 
Dr. Heinemann, one of the founders of the 
league, said that these proposals had 
forced people to consider whether they 
really wanted Germany to be re-united or 
not. On Jan. 15, 1951, the Federal Govern- 
ment had declared that every effort must 
be made to re-establish German unity in 
peace and freedom, but in spite of that 
they kept puttine forward one reason after 
another to explain why such unity could 
not be achieved. On the other hand they 
seemed to be determined that Germany 
must be re-armed, and linked up with the 
Western powers, at all costs. 


No mandate for conscription 


The speaker gave five reasons why he 
thought rearmament would be wrong: 

1. It was contrary to international law, 
since the victorious allies had declared 
that any Germans who carried arms 
against any of these allies in future 
would be war criminals, not soldiers. 
The fact that the allies ‘had now fallen 
out with each other did not alter the 
position. 

2. Conscription was forbidden by the Ger- 
man constitution, and the present 
government had no mandate to intro- 
duce it. In this connection he referred 
to the outery from the trade unions 
when it was stated in the Federal Par- 
liament that they were in favour of re- 
armament. 


. The German economy was not strong 
enough to bear the proposed “ defence 
contribution.” 

4. He did not believe that Germany had 
yet regained that degree of moral res- 
ponsibility which would enable her make 
proper use of an army. 

5. He did not believe that vrearmament 

would ensure peace. 


On vhis Jast point, Dr. Heinemann said 
that the world-wide rearmament which the 
USA was carrying out in opposition to the 
Soviet Union was intended to lead to a 
general settlement. America wanted to 
force the USSR to the conference table 
with a mailed fist, and then tell the 
Russians in what ways they must alter 
their behaviour if the two sides were to 
live alongside each other. 


People did not spend millions on arma- 
ments unless they were prepared to use 
them under certain circumstances, and if 
this happened it would be the end of Ger- 
many. It would not matter to Germany 
who won the third world war, since she 
would not survive. 


co 


Five million families want homes 


Frau Helene Wessel, a Catholic MP, 
said that war could not solve political dif- 
ferences and political tensions. The last 
war had shown that the tensions simply 
became preater than before. 

Peace was essential for Germany, and 
moreover the country could not afford re- 
armament, with five million families wait- 
ing for ‘homes, and people in Berlin still 
living in ruins, and even, in some cases, 
in alr-raid shelters. 

A million women had been widowed in 
the last war, 30,000 children had lost 
both parents and 14 million were father- 


Japanese war resisters visit 
wounded UN troops 


APANESE Wax Resisters in Kyoto have 
been visiting the local UN Army Hos- 
pital on Saturday afternoons and providing 
instruction in Japanese crafts  includ- 
ing wood-cut printing and water-colour 
painting. 

Other actvities of the group, which has its 
own peace library in which Peace News is 
displayed, have included: 

Speaking and writing lessons for those 
with French and English pen-friends; 

Film programmes and talks in 
primary school; 

A meeting of high-school teachers; 

Organisation of a “ peace volunteer ser- 

vice”? which has supplied helpers for a 

yelicf organisation’s milk station and 

visited patients in homes and hospitals in 
the locality. 

Magazines, books and pamphlets can be 
sent to the group for distribution in Japan. 
They should be addressed to Professor 
Sadayasu, Seigen-in, Ryoanji-temple, Ukyo- 
ward, Kyoto, Japan. 


a 


less; 900,000 people had Tost a limb, 13 
million were receiving public assistance 
of some kind, and 1.4 million were still 
missing. 

The Government had fought hard against 
proposals that pensions should be slichtly 
increased, to allow for the rising cost of 
living, but apparently they were going to 
be able to pay for rearmament without 
any difficulty. 

The aim of the League for Peace in 
Europe, said Frau Wessel, was to bring 
about international understanding, because 
they realised the tremendous dangers to 
world peace and to social conditions which 
an arms race brings. The strongest bul- 
wark against Communism, not only for 
Germany but for Europe, was an improve- 
ment in social and economic conditions. 

Both speeches were received with warm 
applause, ‘but there were many interrup- 
tions from the- opposition eclaque, who not 
erly shouted and whistled but threw stink 
bombs. Frau Wessel had to be given police 
rroteetion when she left, 

“SOS,” the Berlin peace fortnightly, 
reports that many of the audience were 
believed to have come from the Russian 
sector of Berlin. This was described as 
“suspicious” by some of the press, who 
tried to smear the League as Moscow- 
inspired but nevertheless the loudest anp- 
plause was for a passage in Dr. Heine- 
mann’s speech in which lhe spoke of the 
necessity of freeine the people in the 
Eastern Zone from the Soviet regime by 
peaceful means. 


Germany’s arms bill 
could end housing 


probiem 
HE “three wise men” of NATO 
recently announced that 


Western Germany’s financial defence 
contribution should amount to the 
sum of 11,250 million German marks. 


The average citizen has, of course, no 
more than a very vague notion of what that 
figure implies, and it is interesting to see 
what could be done with such a vast sum. 

The money would be sufficient to build 
575,000 small houses of four rooms, a 
kitchen and a bathroom each, and in this 
way the housing problem in Western Ger- 
many could be overcome in the space of four 
years. 

Or else it could be used to build 2.250 new 
schools each year, so that in three or four 
years’ time overcrowded classrooms and 
staggered school hours would become things 
of the past. 

Another possibility of utilising the money 
now earmarked for “‘ defence ” would be to 
repair and reconstruct roads, railways and 
bridges throughout the country, 

Thus in ten years’ time Germany could 
become a country without a housing 
shortage, with excellent schools for its 
children and a road and railway system 
which could be an example to the world. 


Alternatively the money could be used to 
provide wireless sets for every family in the 
country, a bicycle for every person over the 
age of seven, a pair of roller skates for 
every child under seven, a pram for every 
baby, and to open a savings account with 
an initial sum of 100 marks (about £9) for 
10 million children. 


Should Germany contribute to the aid for 
underdeveloped areas, the defence money 
would be capable of building 100 big reser- 
voirs, reclaiming enough land to feel 50-60 
million people. If this were done five years 
running there would be no more famine in 
the Far East. And all this would not cost 
the Germany taxpayer a single additional 
penny. 

Instegd of using the money for these use- 
ful purposes, however, it is to be spent on 
laying the foundations for Germany’s and 
Europe’s ultimate destruction, 


(Abridged and translated by Hilda von 
Klenze from an article in “ Die Friedens- 
rundschau,’ Hamburg, April, 1952.) 


French teachers back COs 


T a meeting held on Feb. 14, shortly 
after the death in prison of the 
French conscientious objector Claude 
Farrou, the Jura section of the French 
National Union of Teachers unanimously 
passed a motion of support for COs. 


The motion protested against the life im- 
prisonment of conscientious objectors which 
is now practised in France; urged such men 
to hold firm to their convictions, even to the 
supreme sacrifice, and called on the Govern- 
ment to introduce legislation which would 
enable “this category of worthy and 
courageous citizen ” to lead a normal life in 
a society which they only ask to serve. 


The Committee also voted a donation of 
Frs.10,000 (about £10) for the support of 
war resisters.—WRI News Service. 


BRISTOL TRIBUNAL 


“Realized | had 


done wrong’ 


Z-MAN WAS DOUBTFUL 
ABOUT ARMY SERVICE 


O-OPERATION in Christian 
action in the Colonies, in re- 
construction and in reconciliation 
will alone keep this country from 
war, an 18-yearold ambulance driver 
told the South Western Conscientious 
Objeetors Tribunal at Bristol. 


He was Onvistopher Rene Levenson, 23, 
Howberry Road, Edgware, Middlesex, who 
was granted exemption from military set?- 
vice on condition that he remains in the 
ambulance service. 


_A member of the Friends Ambulance 
Unit International Service, Levenson said: 
‘Peace can -be maintained only by positive 
but peaceful action that will bear witness 
to the spiritual value of our way of life. 
“T object to war because it denies the 
commandment to love our neighbours as 
ourselves, and because military disejpline 
necessarily over rides conscience and 
relieves the individual of responsibility 
for his own action. 
< Oin the same grounds I object to the 
principle of conseription and to the prit- 
ciple imphed in tribunals that men have 
a right to or an ability to judge the sin- 
cerity of a conscientious objection.” 


“No other way ” 


Claude Gould, Kinesleys, Newport, Barn- 
staple, Devon, successfully applied for 
exemption from his “Z” class training. 

We told the Tribunal: “1 joined the 
Army much against my better judgment, 
but feeline, reluctantly, that I should give 
the Country the benefit of the doubt. 


“As soon as | was in the Army | 
realised that [ had done something ter- 
ribly wrong. 
“My experiences, both during ihe war 

and since, have now convinced me that 
there is no other way to overcome evil 
other than with good. 

_“ Killing another human being is par- 
ticularly wrong and ean never solve any- 
thine.” ‘ 


Refused to accept 


“not guilty” verdict 


WHEN Carlton Owen started to hitch- 

hike from his home in Williamston: 
South Carolina, to a Quaker Summet- 
School last year he little knew that he would 
add a new chapter to US criminal law his- 
tory by refusing to accept a directed verdict 
of acquittal, 

Owen had refused to register for military 
service under America’s Selective Service 
Act, and when he was stopped by the police 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and asked to 
show his identification papers he was 
arrested for not being in possession of 2 
draft card. 


He was freed on $5,000 bail_ until his 
trial, on Feb. 19, before Judge Carl Hatch 
in the US District Caurt in Albuquerque. 


Judge directs verdict 


Judge Hatch directed the jury to return 
a not puilty verdict on the grounds that the 
US Government had presented insufficient 
evidence of failure to register. 


_ Owen who had pleaded not guilty only 

in order to assure opportunity to present 

his views in court, then volunteered to 
give evidence against himself. 

He submitted to cross-examination by the 
US Attorney to give the jury the necessary 
evidence, and the jury convicted him after 
only ten minutes of deliberation. 


_ Judge Hatch postponed sentencing pend- 
ing a psychiatric examination of Owen. The 
psychiatrist reported to the Court that 
Owen’s mind was diseased with “ moral 
irresponsibility.” 

Owen reported to the American Central 
Committee for Conscientious Objectors that 
the psychiatrist was “very insolent and 
stupid,” 

On Feb, 29 Judge Hatch sentenced Owen 
to three years 'in prison. 


Owen makes statement 


Owen stated in Court: “The reason I did 
not register is that I think it (Selective Ser- 
vice Act of 1949) is a wicked law in that it 
requires me to kecome a part of an organ- 
isation based on principles very foreign to 
me. 

“JY have never to anyone concealed my 
opposition to this law and the fact that 
have not registered and will never registers 
and I did not conceal it from the FBI. 


“T am willing to go to jail for a hundred 
years to see the United States replace war- 
fave with the golden rule in internatiiona 
relations. 

“T think as long as this Jaw is on the 
books, the place for a man who opposes 
it should be in prison to show where he 
stands,” 


The Albuquerque Journal reported Judge 
Hatch as saying: “ This is the most unusua! 
ease I’ve seen. I've been practicing law fot 
40 years. I’ve never seen a criminal defen 
dant refuse to accept a verdict of ne 
guilty. I rather was impressed by thé 
possible sincerity of this man.” 
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Five religions in 
joint service 


Forty people attended the first of a 

series of Universalist Services ar- 
Tanged by the Religion Commission of the 
reace Pledge Union. 


The Rev. Arthur Peacock conducted the 
Service and there were readings from the 

ndu scriptures by Swami Avyaktananda, 
from the Buddhist scriptures by Bhikkhu 
thittila, front the Jewish scriptures by Mr. 
Jack Newmark, and from the Moslem serip- 
tures by Dr. Abdul Majid. 

The Rey. Reginald Sorensen, M.P., repre- 
Sentative of the Christian faith, who gave 
the address on ‘ Peacemakers,” said that 
besides the real blessedness, peacemakers 
Should realise the real difficulty, of their 
task and the courage and persistence re- 
Quired, Always when there was need for 
change the birth of the new entailed 
Conflict, 


We should build peace within ourselves; 
4 welfare state as the only alternative to a 
Warfare one; and peace between the 
Nations by tackling problems of suffering 
and injustice. 


— 


RAR RRR rrmrnrmrrm™s4 
Few of the works of 


MAX PLOWMAN 


Author of “ The Faith Called Pacifism” ; 
Subaltern in World War 1; first General 
Secretary of PPU; Editor of “The 
Adelphi”; Warden of the Adelphi Centre 
at Langham; Poet, Literary Critic and 
One of pacifism’s most creative thinkers, 
who died just over ten years ago 


are still available. 


BUT 


Dorothy Plowman has made it  pos- 
8ible to offer Peave News readers small 
8tocks of the following, at special prices. 


THE RIGHT TO LIVE 


Selected essays on 

Blake, .D. Hf. Lawrence, 
ew (319 pages) 

S. 6d. (postage 4d.) 4 for 10s. post free 
SHOOTS .IN THE STUBBLE 

A collection of Poems published in 1920. 

2s. a copy (postage 4d.) 

“It is the quality of Max Plowman’s 
thought, as of air and fire, the crystal- 
ne and the elemental, mingled with rich 
Wisdom of earth that makes ‘The Right to 
“)ve’ the unique and fulfilling experience 


BOOKSHOP 


Pacifism, William 
Shakespeare, 


HOUSMANS 


(PEACE NEWS LTD.) 
3, Blackstock Road, 


London. N.4 
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Notes for you 


JT WAVE noticed in articles and letters in 

Peace News several references to the 
legislation regarding the South African 
natives and coloured people passed by the 
Malan Government, and quoting the Rev. 
Michal Scott, who, I believe, has resided a 
very short time in South Africa. 

7 am English but I have lived 17 years 
in five periods since 1906 in South Africa 
and have always been much interested in 
non-Kuropean people and their welfare, 

There are very great difficulties here, 
owing to the enormous majority of the non- 
white population, 


| 
In the Cape Province the coloureds have 
been on the common electors roll and the 
United Party wish to keep them on it and 
(J presume) put the coloured people in the 
other three Provinces on also, if it cannot 
be avoided. The Nationalist Party under 


Malan wish to take these voters off the 
common roll and, instead, let them have six 
Europeans (elected by themselves) to re- 
present them in Parhament and put their 
case to the Assembly on all possible occa- 
sions. The natives have their representa- 
tives in the Assembly continually press- 
ing’ for benefits for the Bantu population. 


“Houses for Hiroshima”’ 
leader coming here 


J {LOYD SCHMOE, Project Director of 

‘Houses for Hiroshima,” tells in his 
latest news-letter from Seattle of his de- 
light at receiving a letter from Sachiko, a 
16-year-old Japanese girl. When he last 
saw her, she was critically ill with tuber- 
culosis in the Hiroshima Memorial Hospi- 
tal, one of several young patients for whom 
his organisation had secured supplies of 
powdered milk and drugs, and the doctor 
did not think she could live another month. 


Now Sachiko has written from the atom- 
bombed city to say that she has got so well 
that she must leave hospital to rest at home, 
but is worried because she has no home to 
go to. ‘I wonder if you would kindly let 
me live in your house which you build ?” 
she asks. 

“ Houses for Hiroshima” has so far built 
new homes for 100 people in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, as well as two Community 
Houses which provide bath, laundry, work 
room and study facilities and a meeting 
place for the people of the locality. Ameri- 
can and Japanese workers, nearly all of 
them volunteers, are co-operating in the 
scheme. 


As a result of the war in Korea, the price 
of building materials has almost doubled, 
and the materials for a simple house now 
cost about $500 (£180). 

Floyd Schmoe comes to England this 
year for the Friend’s World Conference at 

; Oxford. ‘ 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
South African viewpoint 


Personally, I feel that the coloured people 
would wet a much better deal if they had the 
same system. 


Incidentally the Indian population, 
which is very large in Natal, get no repre- 
sentation, but I see no United Party mem- 
bers pleading for them. 

I grant that the non-European interests, 
in view of their vast majority in the 
country, are a terribly difficult problem, 
but I still think (from the point of view of 
an Englishwoman) that the Malan Govern- 
ment have the real benefits of the natives 
at heart more than the Opposition. 
Southern Rhodesia is far worse in regard 
to its native legislation. 

W. JUDSON. 


Natal, South Africa. 
[This letter is referred to in the leading 
article on page 2.] 


TOLDAS GETS 
PRESS PUBLICITY 


A LETTER sent to the Press by the 
Es Toldas Group last month was pub- 
lished by Reynolds News and by five poli- 
tical or religious weeklies. It also resulted 
in a write-up for the group in the “ Lon- 
doner’s Diary” in the Evening Standard. 

The letter, which described the aims 
of Toldas—total disarmament and active 
security—-produced 70 inquiries from in- 
terested people, and seven of them have 
already joined the group. 

Two public meetings have been held in 
Lancashire recently. To advertise one—at 
Cheadle Hulme, Manchester—1,000 hand- 
bills were distributed from house to house, 
and six of the 22 people who came to the 
meeting said that they had heard about it 
from the handbills. 


“Remembering the others there must 
have been who would liked to have come, but 
were unable, and the many others in whom 
a seed was sown, I am sure the leaflet ex- 
periment was well worth while,” says the 
Secretary in the Group Bulletin. 


BUSINESS IS BUSINESS! 


“Outbreak of global war would, of course, 
change the picture. Wholesale destruction 
of homes by bombjng could lead to an 
accelerated demand for many years to come. 
It could also result in destruction of furni- 
ture-manufacturing establishments which, 
in turn, would provide greater work for 
those spared. To sum up, while the furni- 
ture boom as it has existed for some time 
appears to be over, the industry may ex- 
pect fairly satisfactory conditions in years 
to come.” 

—From an article headed “ Furni- 
ture Sales Lag” in the New York 
Herald Tribune. 
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PLAIN WORDS 
ABOUT WAR 


R EADERS will welcome the news that a 
~ selection of Sybil Morrison's articles 
from Peace News will be published next 
week in the Peace News ‘Pamphlets 
series. 

Bernard Boothroyd, whe has compiled the 
pamphlet, says in his Foreword: 


“Sybil Morrison ... writes as she 
speaks, with a simplicity and clarity 
due to a sympathetic insight into the 
thoughts of ordinary people... . 


“The selection of the articles was 
my responsibility. I have chosen them 
according to what I believe are the 
kind of questions which most fre- 
quently confront us in our. public 
controversy.” 

Altogether this is a splendid presentation 
of the pacifist case from a variety of 
topical standpoints, We believe the many 
who admire Sybil Morrison’s unflagging 
witness for peace will wish to have this 
more permanent record of her work, and 
to distribute copies to their friends. 

Entitled “ Plain Words on War,” it has a 
bright and attractive semi-stiff cover, 
sixteen pages of text and will sell for 
6d. a copy (postage l4d.). Quantities 
will be 5s. a dozen, (postage 3d.), PN 
distributors and reguar subscribers will 
receive their usual quota, groups may 
order suplies on “sale or return” terms. 

H.FLM. 


PN Sales last week 12,000 copies 


Emrys Hughes’ speeches 


Speeches made by Emrys Hughes, MP, in 
the debates on the Navy, Army and Air 
Estimates last month have been reprinted 
as a 13-page booklet, available at 6d. 
from Housmans Bookshop, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 

In these speeches he emphasised the crip- 
pling cost of armaments (individual items 
cost from three to five times as much to- 
day as they did in 1945); the threat to 
this country of the American air bases; 
and the horrors of the war in Korea, on 
which he said that its main lesson had 
been its complete futility. 


China, World Peace and Trade 


THE DOME, BRIGHTON 
Wednesday, April 30, 7.40- 9.40 p.m. 
Speakers: Kingsley Martin 

R. Sorensen, M.P. 
John Rankin, M.P. 
Sydney Silverman, 
Professor Needham 
Trains from London: 6 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. 


Brighton Peace with China Committee 


M.P. 
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“| DID THE RIGHT THING 


IN GOING TO 


MOSCOW”’ 


(Continued from page one) 


national tangle which they now find 


themselves. 
Russians feeling arms strain 


For even if we avoid war the economic 
strain of rearmament is being felt by the 
Russians as well as ourselves. j 

They have a large number of men in 
*heir armies, they are spending more than 
they can afford on armaments. 

And they could very usefully employ the 
jabour and materials now going into arma- 
ments on the gigantic projects they have 
undertaken for reconstruction in Russia, 
for their electrification and power plants, 
for their plans for industrialisation and 
agricultural development and for the build- 
ing of the new cities and towns in all parts 
of the USSR. 


Not just another plot 


No, I do not take the view that the 
International Economie Conference was 
just another sinister Communist plot. I 
came away covinced that the Russians and 
Chinese and the others who have Communist 
Governments are geniunely trying to find 
a common basis for a live-and-let-live 
agreement with the outside world. 

Ought we then to pooh-pooh 


Harold Wilson 
on rearmament 


From a Hornsey correspondent 


WVHEN Harold Wilson, MP, spoke in 
YY" Hornsey last Sunday, the Press re- 
ported only what he said about Mr. Chur- 
chill’s “stunt” in regard to the fares in- 
creases. They did not mention his 
remarks on rearmament, the cause of the 
proposed increases. 

A questioner asked whether ne agreed 
with the late Arthur Henderson that an 
arms race always leads to war. If so, did 
he not think that we should stop rearma- 
ment—not because it lowered the standard 
of living, but because it caused war? 


Mr. Wilson’s reply was that there was a 
tremendous amount of sense in what 
Arthur Henderson said, but he was speak- 
ing at a time when you did not have a 
Russia that believed in rearmament (a 
voice: “There was Germany.”). 

“Some of us have said for many months 
that if it were really true that Russia was 
bent on war, and that she had this pre- 
ponderant military strength, why did she 
not go to war,” Mr. Wilson continued. 
“These ideas have gradually been working 
their way through.” 


“It was unpleasant ” 


every 


“On the other hand, we in this country 
certainly cannot take any risks of total 
disarmament, or a pacifist line.” 

Voice: “ Why not?” 

Mr. Wilson: “TI will tell you why not if 
somebody—preferably an authoritative 
person on behalf of the Soviet Government 
—will tell me why they themselves did 
not take this line at the end of the war. 


“ Rearmament was the most unpleasant 
and difficult thing the Labour Government 
had to do,” he added. “I do not believe 
that the Soviet Government are determined 
on war. but I believe that any. government 
jin this eountry has.got-toemaintain its 
defences at a proper level.” 


Earliersin the meeting, the speaker=said 
that Europe must be strong if it_is going 
to act-as a bridge betsveen East and West. 
In a pampniet issued last year the Labour 
Party~ said that) Europe must be strong 
both to deter Russia ‘and to restrain 
America. “We havelgot to be prepared, 
and we have got to de.in-a position to talk 
frankly both to Russia and to the United 
States.” 


Tt is obvious that before the Bevan 
group can get a clear policy and carry con- 
viction it will have to get something into 
its own hear: “In Place of Fear”; fear of 
the Russians, the Americans, and the un- 
known! 


PPU ‘PACIFIST * RELIGIOUS 
FELLOWSHIP 


Universalist Service 
6 p.m. Sunday April 27 


Denison House, 296 Vauxhall Bridge Rd. 


near Victoria Station 


Service conducted by Dr. A. D. Belden 
Discourse by Harold Bing. 
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gesture that comes from the USSR as jusi 
another diabolical move from the Kremlin? 


To do so would be criminally stupid on 
our part. From every point of view we 
snould take seriously any attempt, how- 
ever clumsy or Machiavellian it may seem- 
to us, to reach international agreement 
waich will tend to lessen fear and bring 
about some kind of understanding and con- 
fidence. 


The purpose of the Moscow Conference 
was to discover how far this could be 
achieved by the furthering and extension 


of international trade. 
I have been attending all kinds of 
conferences, national and international 


now for the last thirty years, and this 

one impressed me with its earnestness 

and seriousness. I am satisfied that J 

did the right thing in going. 

Yes, I am glad I went. It convinced 
me that given a genuine attempt at inter- 
national statesmanship, we can yet save 
the world from another war. 


Pacifists at 


NEWS 


to rearnt,” 


Communism, Bevanism 
— or Pacifism ? 


“ Aa ee en ee ae r * as . = , ' ; 
Communists think it wrong fo rearnt against Russia; Bevanites think it 
wrong to rearm at the expense of the social services; 


SYBIL MORRISON 


45 pacifists think it wrong 
—The Observer, April 21, 1952 


“Ag ld recall my education, I now see that the feeling ef enmity with other 
vations, the feeling of separation from them, never existed in me, and that all 


these evil sentiments were artificially inoculated in me by a senseless education. 
IT now understand the meaning of the words: ‘ Do good to your enemies’; that 


is, make no division between your nation and another—be alike to all.” 


HAVE been in correspondence 
# with Malcolm Muggeridge follow- 
ing my article taking him to task 
for referring to pacifism as a “ bour- 
geois aberration” and blaming 
Lansbury and his fellow  pacifists 
for the Second World War. If he will 
allow it I hope in the neay future to 
quote from his letters and make a 
reply in this column. 
In the meantime I am impressed by the 
fact that, as is so often the case in argu- 
ments with non-pacifists, there is a com- 


plete misconception as to the real meaning 


atom plant 


(Continued from page one) 


but to constructive purposes, to medical 
research, the curing of cancer, to the 
creation of a new source of power and the 
raising of the standard of life throughout 
the world.” 


Stuart Morris said that he knew what it 
meant to have a secure job: economic com- 
pulsion was the worst form of conscription. 
But he saw no reason why anyone need 
give up his job. He saw every reason why 
the atomic plant of Aldermaston should be 
built, but we must insist that it be used 
for peace, security, health and life, and 
not for death. 


No hostile incidents 


The police, who knew of the action but 
had not been notified by Operation Gandhi 
Since no act of civil disobedience was con- 
templated as on the occasion of the War 
Office demonstration, warned the marchers 
as they left the village that in the event of 
any trouble at the plant the pacifists were 
to return to the village green. 

He was told that the demonstrators had 
been carefully briefed to obey any orders 
given by the police during the picketing of 
the plant, There were no hostile incidents 
at any time. Farmworkers in fields and 
stock-yards gave friendly waves to the 
marchers as the ‘procession wound its 
way through the country lanes to the 
plant as also did the many lorry drivers 
who passed by. 

A statement issued to the Press by 
Operation Gandhi before the demonstra- 
tion said: 
Britain is making atom bombs. 


“This is a time of great responsibility. 
If we remain silent now we shall have 
given consent to their use. 


© BEHIND THE NEWS 


(Continued from page two) 
Sir Stafford Cripps 
IR STAFFORD CRIPPS entered 


“We cannot remain silent when | 


upon political activity rather 
late in life and when he had become 
an outstanding figure in other 
spheres. 

The consequence was that he had to do 
all his political thinking in the full light of 
publicity; and all his tentatives, vacilla- 
tions ,and indiscretions were reported for 
allto read about. 


He was never a pacifist, although there 
were periods in his life—not very pro- 
tracted periods, however—when his views 
were very close to those of pacifists. 

The outstanding thing about him was his 
complete sincerity. In hstening to him one 
always knew that his mind was directly 
concerning itself with the thing he was dis- 
cussing, and that there was a complete 
absence of calculation as to the effect he 
was producing. 


In this lay his strength; people detect 
this kind of sincerity and respond to it even 
when they disagree with the views ex- 
pressed. 


His fervent concern with the thing he 
was immediately doing, however, sometimes 
did a disservice to the more fundamental 
causes he espoused. His vigorous campaign- 
ing throughout the country for a higher ex- 
port level, for instance, when. he was at the 
Board of Trade, seemed sometimes to imply 
an absolute value in swollen exports. 


He never seemed to feel the need in his 
pubic exposition to relate the expedients 
dictated by the circumstances of the time to 
the more fundamental things he had ex- 
pounded as policy during his great period 
of political advocacy in the Socialist 
League. 

What he never failed to convey, however, 
was his sense of the importance of moral 
values, and political life can ill-afford to 


lose those who have this capacity. 


** Many people believe that the bombs are 


necessary because war may be the last re- | 


sort in defence against aggression. 


“But people in other countries all over 
the world think exactly the same about 
their own war preparations. 


“The truth is that both sides are ter- 


rified and the piling up of weapons only | 


increases their fear. 

“We are certain that humanity is one 
family group 
depends on its using family methods only. 
This means 
ruled out of group and international life 
and evil overcome by non-violent resist- 
ance only. 

“Many of us have striven for years to 
publicise these ideas and have refused to 
make weapons, use them, or be trained in 
their use. “If we lived under a totalitarian 
régime, we should still practise this non- 
co-operation as part of our essential duty 
to mankind. , 


“We know that peace cannot be built, or 
the starving millions of the world fed, so 
long as nations spend their resources on 
the vicious circle of an armaments race. 


“Therefore, faced with rearmament in 
Britair on its present scale, and with re- 
cent public admissions that Britain is being 
converted into one of the chief atom-bomb 
bases of the world, we feel that words are 
not enough.” 


Education and 


Punishment 
_A FACTOR IN PEACEMAKING 


Peace News Correspondent 


A PROBLEM of topical interest: ‘‘ How 
= can we best cope without punishment,” 
has recently come up for discussion by the 
Education Commission of the Peace Pledge 
Union. 

The Commission, which is one of those 
set up at the first PPU ‘Steps to Peace ” 
econterence in 1949, sees its function | as 
showing the link between truly progressive 
education and peace-meking, and the trend 
of the discussfon at the meeting on March 
15 bore out the fact that the new, methods 
are based on seeking the child’s co-opera- 
tion. : 


Dorothy Matthews opened the discussion 
and said that without resorting to punish- 
ment, pacifists nevertheless seek to deal 
effectively with difficult situations that 
arise. Punishment seems often the easiest 
way out. If it is to be avoided, teachers 
have to be very much on the spot and clear- 
headed with: great faith in the child and in 
their own ideals. 


The reverse of punishment is actively to 
seek the child’s co-operation. In the general 
discussion it was agreed that giving a child 
plently to do is the best way of bringing 
him to a more helpful attitude. ‘‘ Naughti- 
ness” is nearly always due to a feeling of 
failure. To counteract this it is most im- 
portant to arouse a sense of achievement, 
even though it may be in a totally different 
sphere. 


Many questions of practical application 
had to be left untouched and the discussion 
may be reopened later. 


The Commission has started a Travel- 
ling File for the solution of concrete pro- 
blems which members encounter in pursuit 
of their ideals. This is a new departure for 
the Commission, for the main activity has 
hitherto taken the form of small con- 
ferences. 

The first file has as many members as is 
practicable. If others would like to form 
a second file on similar lines they should 
write to the Secretary, Jone Burgess, 9 
West Street, Hertford. 


whose continued existence | 


- Tolstoy, ‘My Religion.” 
of the word “pacifism.” It is due partly 
perhaps to the rather unfortunate sound 0 
the word itself, and partly to a confusion 
of various issues connected with peace and 
war. 

There are some people who are certalM 
that pacifism means appeasing bullies and 
villains in a cowardly and — truckling 
manner; there are others who think it 
a gentlemanly, but sentimental, attempt te 
secure a peaceful settlement of disputes 
through a naive belief in the worthless 
words of liars and tyrants; some muddle 
it up with the League of Nations and Col- 


lective Security, others with Neville 
Chamberlin’s dealings with IJitler at 
Munich. 

% 
These conflicting ideas arise from 4 


basically false assumption as to the rea! 
meaning of pacifism, Curiously enough the 
“ Observer ” commentator has (rather off- 
handedly, it is true) put the matter into 
a brief phrase whieh is very much to thé 
point. 


Both Harry Pollitt and Aneurin Beva? 
believe in keeping armaments, so to speak; 
in the background, ready to be used } 
necessary, and fail to see that it is all to? 
often the armaments themselves whieh 
make it inevitable, at some 
another, to use them. That armaments a¥@ 
a protection against war, or, if not against 
war, against invasion, is a centuries 0@ 
belief which has been proved to be wrons 


g over and over again. 
that violence must now be | . aga 


Wars go on being fought, and all over 
the world to-day people are seeking for # 
sense of security from another global wat 
This is the dread in the hearts of ordin@ 
people, who know only too well that arma 
ments do not prevent war, and there are 
many people who know also that they 
not prevent invasion, if war comes. 

Pacifists do not dread war any more, 
any less, than other people; they do not 
fear invasion of their own country 22 
morg, or any less than other people, put 
they believe war; or preparation for walr 
to be useless so far as securing’ peat® * 
concerned, and they also believe it to be # 
sin against humanity, and in itself. They - 
do, in fact, say, categorically: “We wi! 
not fight.” 


But. non-pacifists are convinced that if 
the whole population were to utter, and @ 
stand by those four courageous and ring’ 
ing words, some aggressive nation, thirst 
ing to possess Great Britain, would imme 
diately send large armies and navies to 10” 
vade this country. At the present timér 
this possible invader is, of course, Russ!# 
and it never seems to occur to anyone thal 
the Russian people are probably equally 
convinced that the West would instantly 
invade if they were to disarm. 


~ 


Pacifist propaganda is at a constant dis 
advantage against this inoculation of featr 
but the truth is that the whole propagand@ 
for war preparation on both sides of thé 
Iron Curtain would, in all probability, col- 
lapse like a punctured type if one side 9° 
the other were to declare for total] dis 
armament. And_total_ disarmament doe# 
not mean a~reduction.in arms, which cad” 
not be=the solution, simply because whilé 
there are armaments, even only of bow? 
and arrows,.there is always.the possibilitY 
of their use undex_certain circumstances: _ 


Pacifists are prepared to take the risk, of 
giving up armaments” altogether, believine® 
it to be a lesser risk than the policy of com, 
peting in weapons of mass destruction, am! 
also because they believe that to take such 
a decision would be to make the choice ®@ 
good, rather than of evil, which must ull” 
mately prevail. This is the difference be 


tween pacifism and Communism or Beval” | 


ism—and it is fundamental. 
—_ 


THE HOPE FOR 
HUMANITY 


Ursula Jeans Dr. Vaughan Williams 
YEHUDI MENUHIN 


LORD BEVERIDGE 
John Tilney, M.P. 


R. W. G. Mackay 


Rev. Canta, Collins 
KINGSWAY HALL, 
FRIDAY 9th MAY, 7. p.m. 


ADMISSION FREE 
Reserved seats 2,6 Reserved area I/- 


FEDERAL UNION 
W.C.2 


Tickets from : 
20 Buckingham Street, 
Seen Ses ee set ee 
Published from 38 Blackstock Rd., London, N-4; 


Peace News Ltd. Printed by The W. F. Cliffe 
Printing Co. Ltd. (T.U.), London, N.16 


by | 
a 


stage OF | 


PEACE NEWS, 


No. 827 


41 R 
PA 


Americal 


SAYING th: 
training 
Killers, and ©: 
With their mor 
Vatious parts : 
that they are 
1957 income t 
lowed this ¢ 
A statement 
Was issued by 
t Peacemakes 
med after t 
Mahatma Gani 
York City. 
When he i 
mest R. F 


Chatrman of 
Said: 


“Many p 
crime in con 
venue Bureé 
have been : 
their wives 
Sreatest crir 
ternal Rever 
all of wha 
murder.” 


He called at 
Droximately 9! 
“llection is n< 
that whereas 
foubled in the 
fing’ spent on 
Years ago. 

. M issuing + 
“Users said: ‘ 
Ment because 
‘o know that { 
Sohal stand ag 
Tefusing taxe: 
,, known 


Trib 
to 
THOI 


HE Li 
Tuesc 

who have : 
Anyone 

or two in thi 


Many applic 
®t the hearing 


Italians help 


Ro homas Nu 
oad, Maidenh 
vate in the RE 
Xt Tobruk in 1! 
© escaped fre 
®1 the run he 
pere not at a 
fen led to be 
“T had a | 
Bood, but th 
me that she 
Prisoner of ° 
another who 
hands. She 
believed the 
Other, as s 
Would not bi 


_ “So that ex 
t the brother 
Uudor Davies. 
“Yes,’ he re 
He told tl 
elong to an, 
cause he cou 
Ship in a 
approved of 


“ QUES 
FOR 


k 
[HE Peace 
Conway ] 
to uestion Ho 
rs,” on Tuesc 
ne Issuing a s 
“ervice and Z- 
S well as the 


On the plat: 
Way, MP, Cha 
Wi. Conscient 
y thers, Secre 

Srris and S 


Py 
Rey! 


“% 


ge Union. 
John Ada 


